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BWF ANNOUNCES TOURNAMENT CALENDAR  
FOR Q1 AND Q2 OF 2021 

 
 
The Badminton World Federation (BWF) has successfully completed a review process of the BWF 
Tournament Calendar for 2021, as well as procedures for reopening the BWF World Rankings 
and vital information related to qualification and seedings for the Olympic Games in Tokyo. 
 
BWF can also announce a COVID-19 Support Package for tournament hosts that provides 
financial assistance and details cost relieving initiatives to ensure tournaments can continue to 
be part of the HSBC BWF World Tour and BWF Tour in 2021. 
 
These decisions were ratified at the recent BWF Council Session, with numerous Member 
Association hosts consulted during the confirmation process. 
 
The new-look BWF Tournament Calendar 2021 sees a number of tournaments postponed from 
Q1 and Q2, and a handful of Grade 2 tournaments cancelled. Click here for details. 
 
BWF Tournament Calendar 2021 for Q1 and Q2 
 
BWF Secretary General Thomas Lund said: “The focus has been to establish cluster 
tournaments where possible similar to what is planned for the Asian Leg in January in Thailand 
and we expect to stage a number of tournaments this way to ensure a more feasible 
tournament programme in 2021. 
 
“The Covid-19 situation continues to provide a challenging environment in which to run 
international tournaments, and although the hope is that the COVID-19 vaccine may in time 
create a world with less restrictions, BWF expects that the pandemic will still influence 
tournament hosting throughout the whole of 2021.” 
 
Major Championships in 2021 
 
BWF can also confirm the TOTAL BWF Thomas & Uber Cup Finals 2020 postponed earlier this 
year will now take place in Aarhus in Week 41 of the season and forms part of a tournament 
cluster in Denmark alongside the DANISA Denmark Open 2021 in Odense during Week 42. 
 
Regarding the TOTAL BWF Sudirman Cup 2021, BWF is in close consultation with the Chinese 
Badminton Association and the host city of Suzhou to identify a suitable window within the BWF 
Tournament Calendar 2021. BWF will at the soonest possible opportunity announce further dates 
for the Mixed Team World Championships when we publish the tournament calendar for the rest 
of 2021. This will detail the schedule of tournaments following to the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games.  
 

https://cms.bwfbadminton.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/BWF-Tournament-Calender-2021-Grade-1-Grade-2-Grade-3-Olympic-qualifying.pdf
https://bwfbadminton.com/calendar/2021/all/


Reopening of BWF World Rankings & Olympic Qualification and Seedings 
 
The BWF World Rankings will reopen following the HSBC BWF World Tour Finals 2020 being 
hosted in Week 4 2021. The calculation of the next BWF World Rankings list will be announced 
on Tuesday 2 February 2021. Click here for details. 

As previously announced, the Olympic Qualifying period for the Race to Tokyo will restart in 2021 
and the first tournament counting for qualification will be the YONEX Swiss Open 2021 in Week 
9.  

The qualification period will be extended until Week 19 with the Indian Open being the last 
tournament in the qualification period. Qualification will be determined from the Race to Tokyo 
Rankings published on 18 May 2021. BWF Council decided that this will also be used for seedings 
the Tokyo Olympic Games in 2021. 

BWF is working with the IOC to update the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games qualification system 
whereby the final updated regulation will be shared mid-January following formal approval by the 
IOC. 

Lund said: “These deadlines have been set due to the uncertain nature of COVID-19 and the extra 
time needed to conduct tournaments with the COVID-19 safety protocols required.” 

Tournament Host Support Package 

In view of the financial impact upon tournament hosts and the particular way tournaments have 
to be set up to ensure the health and safety of all participants, BWF Council approved a BWF 
COVID-19 Support Package offering financial assistance and cost relieving initiatives to ensure 
tournaments can continue to be part of the HSBC BWF World Tour and BWF Tour in 2021. Click 
here for details. 

Lund added: “The support will help hosts cover the costs of implementing BWF COVID-19 
protocols which includes testing, arrangements around hotel safety, cleaning, provisions of face 
masks to participants, and sanitising equipment. 

“There is also the possibility to reduce total minimum prize money for 2021 in the effort to reduce 
costs, but BWF would encourage all hosts to keep minimum prize money levels as high as possible 
for the benefit of our top players.” 
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ABOUT BWF 
 
The Badminton World Federation (BWF) is the international governing body of the sport of 
badminton, recognised by the International Olympic Committee (IOC) and the International 
Paralympic Committee (IPC). It was originally the International Badminton Federation (IBF) which 
was founded on 5 July 1934, before being rechristened the Badminton World Federation in 2006. 
 
The purpose and objectives of BWF include regulating, promoting, developing and popularising 
the sport of badminton throughout the world and organising, conducting and presenting 
international events at the highest level. 
 
The BWF’s vision is to make badminton a leading global sport accessible to all – giving every child 
a chance to play for life. Its mission is to lead and inspire all stakeholders; to deliver entertainment 
through exciting events to drive fan experience; and to create innovative, impactful and 
sustainable development initiatives. 
 
BWF has its headquarters in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, with 196 Member Associations worldwide. 
 
Poul-Erik Høyer is the BWF President and Thomas Lund is the BWF Secretary General. 
 
Websites: www.bwfbadminton.com and www.bwfcorporate.com 
 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/bwfbadminton 
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